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THE FAMILY OF COLUMBUS. 

BY HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF VERAGUA. 



All nations endeavor to perpetuate the remembrance of 
those men who have contributed to their aggrandizement, both 
as a tribute of gratitude to their memory and as an example to 
future generations. Even in democratic societies the names of 
their most illustrious citizens will always be honored. Wash- 
ington will always be the symbol of North American indepen- 
dence ; Lincoln will continue the representative of the redemp- 
tion of millions of men who were groaning in slavery ; Grant and 
his companions in arms will always be remembered as those who 
maintained the unity of the country. 

The benefits of the work of Columbus extend to the whole oi 
the human race. To Spain belongs the glory that the discovery of 
America was made under the banner of Castille, and yet Spain did 
not directly reap the advantages of that memorable event. The 
"West Indies afforded large opportunity to its people for satisfying 
their inborn spirit of adventure — Cortez, Pizarro, Vasco Nunez 
de Balboa, and many other Spaniards, in their romantic ex- 
ploits rivalling the legendary heroes of antiquity — but this took 
away from the Peninsula strength which was much needed 
there after a struggle of seven centuries to regain its territory. 
At the same time, the treasures which came from America, far 
from encouraging agriculture, industry and commerce, served 
only to feed external wars, waged with the idea of maintaining 
the splendor and power of all the dominions which had been 
united under the crown of Charles V., King of Spain and Em- 
peror of Germany. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that the history of Columbus 
is considered as belonging to all nations and that his name should 
be equally venerated in every one of them. It can also be 
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easily understood that in America his memory should awaken 
greater enthusiasm at the present time, when the country is cele- 
brating the success of his daring enterprise by the Columbian 
Exhibition. The festival of the Quadri-centennial has natur- 
ally aroused universal interest in all that relates to the life of 
Columbus. Scientific works have been multiplied in all the 
centres of erudition, and learned men all over the world have 
labored to bring to light a figure which humanity views with 
eagerness, desiring to dispel the obscurity which has ever envel- 
oped it. 

The city and the date of Columbus's birth have long been a mat- 
ter of dispute ; the events of his life are unknown, until at a ripe 
age he appears in Portugal engaged in cosmographic labors. The 
time he passed in Spain before his first voyage is also sur- 
rounded by fancies which obscure historical truth ; fancies such as 
that with regard to the supposed enmity of the theologians of 
Salamanca, that robs the Friar Dominicus Diego de Deza of all 
the importance which Columbus himself attributed to him when 
he affirmed that "after God and the Queen, to him is due, princi- 
pally, the discovery " ; and also, with regard to Dona Beatriz 
Enriques and her supposed marriage with Columbus in order to 
legitimize her son, Don Fernando. It has been impossible to de- 
termine exactly the house in Valladolid in which he drew his last 
breath, and it has been even pretended that his remains do not 
rest in the sepulchre which the piety of Spain destined for them. 

It is impossible to find valuable data concerning these ques- 
tions on which to base a clearer conception than has hitherto 
existed, and it would be a thankless task to attempt to elucidate 
them, at the same time that it would be foolhardy to pretend to 
decide them with a final authority. 

The visit of Columbus's descendants to America, on the in- 
vitation of the People and the Government of the United States, 
has excited some curiosity and it may not be out of place to give 
some account of the history of the house of Veragua. The titles 
of nobility that this house enjoys at the present time, and by 
which it is known, were not given to Columbus as a reward for 
his services, but, on the contrary, were granted as a compensa- 
tion for the withholding from his house of those dignities and 
benefits which were their due. 

The discoverer of the New World had a solemn agreement 
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with the sovereigns as to the reward of his services. The Queen 
agreed without hesitation that Columbus and his descendants 
should have the tenth part of all the products which should come 
from America, but she objected most strongly to Columbus's exer- 
cising any authority in the territory discovered, as, even though 
his authority were exercised in the name of the sovereigns, this 
would constitute a division of the royal power. This was not vain 
ostentation on the part of Isabella, but she deemed it necessary in 
order to maintain the political unity realized by her after a des- 
perate struggle against feudalism, and not to compromise the 
national unity obtained by the conquest of Granada, the last 
refuge of Mussulman rule. 

This was the reason why the negotiations were broken off and 
why Columbus abandoned the Court of Castille, with the intention 
of going to France or England ; but such was the enthusiasm of 
the Queen for the enterprise that she caused him to return and ac- 
ceded to his requirements, signing on April 17, 1492, at Santa F6, 
a small town near Granada, the articles which conceded to him 
the tenth part of the revenue from the Indies and, under the 
title of Admiral and " Adelantado Mayor," the authority he had 
desired to obtain for himself and his descendants. 

The efforts of the Admiral's enemies to have him displaced, 
or to make use of the power which he was exercising, are well 
known. The remembrance of those facts which so embittered 
his life has served to tarnish his memory with the applause of 
the detractors of Spain. Envy and bad passions have existed and 
will exist at all times and in all countries, and a grave injustice 
is committed by supposing that these pettinesses of the human 
heart constitute the distinctive elements in the character of Fer- 
dinand the Catholic. Although he was a prince of exalted mind, 
he was also the representative of the ideas of his time with reference 
to the royal authority. A disciple of Machiavelli, in his policy he 
made use of the resources of astuteness and cold calculation. He 
was never dazzled by the glory of the enterprise of Columbus, and 
he was not willing that the grandeur acquired by Castille should 
cause public business to be directed into channels that he deemed 
dangerous and of but slight benefit to the interests of Aragon. 
Not so much from hatred of Columbus as from political motives, 
he saw with perfect indifference the existence of a spirit of 
distrust of the Admiral and the ignoring of his services. 
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While the Queen lived, Columbns obtained satisfaction for his 
wrongs, but when she died he was left to struggle alone, and, 
overcome by years, by sorrows and physical sufferings, at last 
succumbed in poverty, leaving as a patrimony to his family an 
immortal name, an example of patience and Christian resignation 
and a wealth of expectations. 

His son, Don Diego, was too near the sovereigns to demand, 
and too far from them to obtain, what the discoverer of a world 
had claimed in vain, though supported by legitimate rights. He was 
page of Prince Don Juan, and was afterwards a prominent figure 
in the court of Dona Juana, on account of the splendor of his 
name in conjunction with that of his wife, Dona Maria de Toledo, 
who was niece of the Duke of Alba, one of the most distinguished 
persons of that epoch, and one who achieved glory for the Spanish 
monarchy. 

Don Diego died without having obtained recognition of 
the rights stipulated for in Santa Fe. Circumstances ren- 
dered it inconvenient for the rulers of Spain to pay atten- 
tion to these matters, occupied as they were with the attempts 
to establish the German ascendancy, which the country re- 
jected, and with the wars carried on in France, Italy, Flanders 
and Africa by the Emperor, Charles V., whom it was not easy to 
persuade to give up a part of his dominions. The widow of 
Don Diego devoted herself to watching the interests of her son, 
Don Luis. The latter was not specially adapted to press with 
energy the claims which his mother had made, and resigned him- 
self to the idea of relinquishing them, accepting an arbitration, 
which was intrusted by the Emperor to Cardinal Garcia de Loaisa, 
Archbishop of Valladolid. The Cardinal declared that the gov- 
ernment of the Indies did not belong to the descendants of Col- 
umbus and that, in order to avoid disputes with regard to the 
amount of the tenth part of the products of those regions, there 
should be given to Don Luis and his successors an estate of 
twenty-five square leagues on the coast of Veragua, which Colum- 
bus had discovered on his last voyage, when he touched Central 
America. Property in land and cattle in La Vega of Santo 
Domingo was also secured to them. At this time (A. D. 1537) 
the titles of Duke of Veragua and of La Vega, with the dignity 
of Grandee of Spain, were created, and they were granted to D. 
Luis Colon, grandson of Christopher Columbus, as compensation 
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for renouncing all the rights and privileges agreed to by the 
Catholic sovereigns before the discovery was made. 

Twenty years after the last-mentioned arrangement, and when 
it had but just begun to take effect, another modification was 
made, in the reign of Philip II. (A. D. 1557). The Veragua 
property and that which was granted in Santo Domingo were 
taken back by the crown, and in their place D. Luis Colon received 
the island of Jamaica, in plenary dominion, with the title of 
Marquis of Jamaica. Later, in 1713, by the treaty of Utrecht, 
Spain ceded the island of Jamaica to England, and since then the 
descendants of Columbus have been deprived of all right in the 
continent discovered by the founder of the house, their rights from 
that time being represented exclusively by the honorary titles of Ad- 
miral and "Adelantado Mayor" of the Indies, Duke of Veragua 
and of La Vega, and Marquis of Jamaica ; and for the maintenance 
of these dignities certain revenues were granted to them, which, 
according to the laws now in force in Spain, have to be divided 
among all the children, and so diminish with each generation. 

The Admiral believed that he was leaving the future of his 
family assured, and he founded an entailed estate so that his name 
might be perpetuated through the ages, arranging the order of 
succession after his eldest son, D. Diego. In this matter, also, 
what he wished for did not happen. 

D. Luis Colon left an unhappy record in every way for his 
family. During his life the most distinguished marks of pre- 
eminence which constituted the heritage of the family were lost, 
and on his death began those legal difficulties which lasted 
for two centuries. His son Christopher died before him and the 
courts declared that the eldest of his daughters should succeed 
him ; but she became a nun and transmitted her rights to the 
second daughter, whereupon Christopher's son, Diego, began a 
suit which was ended by the marriage of the two pretendants, 
who died without issue and were succeeded by the younger daughter 
of D. Luis, the wife of D. Jorge de Portugal, Count of Gelves, 
and a member of one of the branches of the Koyal House of Bra- 
ganza. The Duchy of Veragua remained in this family for 
several generations. Dona Catalina Ventura Colon y Portugal, 
sixth Duchess of Veragua, married Jacob Pitz-James, second Duke 
of Berwick and Liria. The titles of Veragua and Liria continued 
united for two generations more, until 1796 when they were sep- 
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arated and the Duchy of Veragua came into th6 possession of D. 
Mariano Colon de Toledo y Larreategui, the representative of 
the direct line through the grandson of D. Luis, who died in ob- 
scurity in Santo Domingo, when the title passed to the Count- 
ess of Gelves, it being supposed that the male line had become 
extinct. 

In the long lawsuit which had been going on, the House of 
Gelves and, more especially, that of Liria had been able to exer- 
cise great influence in putting obstacles in the way of justice. 
They obtained a suspension of the proceedings just when the 
question was on the point of being decided, and in this way it 
would have been continued indefinitely but for the intervention 
of D. Caspar Melchor de Jovellanos, a person of great prestige, 
owing to his having contributed to the social and political move- 
ment begun in Spain during the reign of Charles III., under the 
influence of those ideas which later resulted in France in the Great 
Revolution. 

D. Mariano Colon formed a close friendship with Jovellanos, 
and when the latter became acquainted with the condition of 
the suit that was being carried on by the former against the 
Duke and Duchess of Liria, he took charge of the matter and 
procured a definite decision from the tribunals in favor of the legit- 
imate successors of the Admiral. They were, however, unable to ob- 
tain possession of the revenues allotted to the House of Veragua, this 
being prevented by the war of independence in Spanish America. 
Things were in this state when D. Mariano Colon was succeeded by 
his son, D. Pedro. Brought up under the greatest hardships, he 
set out in the struggle of life armed only with his intelligence to 
procure him a livelihood. His severe training enabled him soon 
to restore to his family some of its former splendor, by rendering 
his country important services which were rewarded with great 
honors. His name occupied a place in the political history of 
Spain, and he was considered to be one of the best informed on 
matters pertaining to agriculture and cattle raising. He was 
several times Deputy and finally Senator of the Kingdom. A 
short time before his death he received the order of the Golden 
Fleece, one of the most highly appreciated of all decorations, and 
one which the Kings of Spain confer only in exceptional cases, the 
number of those who can wear it being limited. In 1867 it was 
my lot to succeed him, through the sad privilege of inheritance, 
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and to receive in my person the honors paid to the name of 
Columbus, in commemoration of the discovery of America. 

To these mysterious workings of Providence I am indebted 
for the hospitality which the American people have extended to 
me. I shall never forget the kindness which has been shown me, 
nor my visit to this beautiful country, where Nature has been so 
prodigal of her gifts and where man, by his labor, has been able 
to increase his wealth and attain a degree of prosperity which is truly 
marvellous. These honors, however, will not arouse in my heart 
feelings of vanity. On the contrary, I hope that the remembrance 
of this important period will increase in me a sense of the immense 
responsibility of those who bear honored names, and who are under 
the moral obligation to transmit them, at least untarnished, to 
their successors ; and I trust that God will enable me to carry out 
this object. 

The Duke of Veragua. 



